A week later, however, the abdominal pain and vomiting returned; the left hand was attacked with fresh severity by gout, the right continuing much inflamed and discharging, and there was a fresh attack of lung trouble, with dyspnoea, and a very general rhonchus over the whole chest. Soon afterwards both feet and knees became affected with gout, and copious effusions were formed in the knee joints.
Four days after this exacerbation set in, the hands and arms presented a most formidable appearance. Both hands were enlarged to nearly double their natural size, and the skin over them was red and tense; a deposit of urate of soda had formed over every joint, and in several places there were small sinuses discharging freely both pus and sodium urate. The swelling extended over the forearms, and a considerable collection of matter formed near the inner condyle of the right arm.
For several days abscess after abscess formed, each containing pus and urate of soda. These were opened in succession; and while this was going on it was found necessary to administer stimulants freely; these given in small doses at short but regular intervals were the only means found of relieving the intenseness of his gastric symptoms.
After all the abscesses had been freely opened and the urate of soda discharged in large quantities the fingers became much reduced in size, and the general constitutional disturbance quickly subsided. The rhonchi in the lungs disappeared, the vomiting ceased, the appetite returned, and the patient was enabled to eat a little solid food. The joints all improved, and the man was soon able to walk about the ward. The condition of his fingers had been extraordinarily bad before he was admitted; by the time he was discharged they were very greatly impr0^ ^ for, although they were still stiff and deformed, tbw. could now be placed close together as the reS n(j^ the urate of soda deposits having been removed;a , they were very much more serviceable than they11 been previously.
Some of the points in connection with the ab? case will be more fully discussed in another article"
